MEW YOBK TIMES, SEPTEMBER 21, 1SH5>t '•MAKSPIEIJ) ASSAILS U.S. RIFT ON SAIGON" 

Ly Tod Szulc, Special to tho Nc.tr York Tines 

WASHEIGTOII , Sopt/* 20— -The Senate Majority loader, Kilco liuisficld, strongly criticized 

today what is viewed hero as a deepening split within tho Administration on policy toward 
Vietnam. 

Tho Montana Democrat, a former university professor of Par Eastern History, told 
t^jld tho Senate in a speech that the United States would bo "face-toftfaco with a dia- 
aator" unless all agencies of tho govornaent obeyed tho President and Secretary of State 
in carrying out policies in Viotnara. 

Ho addressed liimsolf primarily to affairs in Saigon, whore, ho said, Ambassador Henry 
Cabot Lodge is "not securing" tho full cooperation of all United States agencies. How- 
ever, hia ronniiai also applied to divided counsel within tho Administration in 
Washington, 

It has boon Mdoly known in official quarters hero for nearly two weeks that the 
Administration ia split on whether selective cut 3 in aid to tho Saigon regie© di ouM be 
orderod as lovortw^o to force it to alter it 3 poltical attitudes. 

President Kennedy himself is on record as saying that She South Vietnamese war 
againt tho ConnunuitB guerrillas cannot be won unloso there are policy and personnel 
changes in the rogine of ^resident Ngo Dinh Diem so it can regain popular support. 

This support has been waning, in tho opinion of tho White House and State Depart- 
ment, since the South Vietnamese GoVv iiuaont embarked a month a&o on repression of 
Buddliiot leaders and other opponents. 

Initially, tho United states ho od to encourage tho Vietnamese military to carry 
out a coup d*etat that would at least remove Ngo Dinh Nhn, the President's brother, 
from power, Tho Administration regards Ngo Dinh Nfeu as the man responsible for the 
repression, 

U.S. Shidts Tactics 

When ••hat j. ort lailod, tho Aministr-.tion turned again to persuation, «nd j.jx>. 

Lodge was instructed last week to convince ^resident Ngo Dinh Diem gently that his 
brother's temporary departure from the scene would greatly help matters. 

It ia believed that the State Department had hoped to instruct Mr. Lodge to use 
the throat of a selective cut in the $500 million anual aid to South Vietnam as a 
tolling argument in his interview with the President. But informants said, because 
the Administration oould not nakc up its mind that this was tho policy it actually' pro- 
posed to i allow, Mr. Lodgo oould do no more than warn. that raising Congressional pressure 
might bring aid cuts. 

Presid ent Ngo Dinh Dion rejected the suggestion that Ms brother be dismissed. Since 
then, United States policy has been largely in suspense as a result of the Ada nistration 'a 
unresolved internal differences no to how to proceed. 
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Tho belief here is that the State Department and the United States Infection Agency 
are in favor of selective aid cuts. There are indications that Ambassador Lodge is 
in agreement with their views. 

Army and CIA Object 

According to highly placed informants, however, this policy is forcefully opposed 

in Saigon and Washington by tho United States military and tho Central Intelligence 
Agency. 

'fheir opinion, it was reported, is that tho principle aim in Vietnam is to fi^Jit 
tho Communists guerrillas and that nothing should be odno to damage this effort. 

IHlitaiy and CIA officials disagree with tho White House and State Dooartaont es- 
timato that tho Saigon regime lias lost popularity ans that, as a result, the conduct 
of tho war is eiidaiigorod# 

Because of this profound difference in basic evaluations, according to informants 

here, all other estimates of tho Vietnamese situation have been affected arid have become 
largely subjective, 

Thus, it is said, the military the intelligence agency contend that the anti- 
Communist was is going well. Tho political reports from tho United States Embassy in 
Saigon aro nuch loss optimistic# *\ 

Thfi moot recent arguemont involves the rolativo success of the strategic liamloto, 
fortified villages designed as the baclo-bone of anti-gucrrllla defense. 

The military and tho CIA ar o reported to bcliovc that the strctoglc hamlet program, 
wliich is largely directed by Ngo Dinh Nhu, is omminontly successful. 

On the other hand, soma civilian experts, including nnnrAmertcans, believe that 
Ngo Dinh Nhu has moved too fast as inadequately with the program, presumably for political 
reasons. They say that tho available resources, mostly from tho United States, have been 

spread too thin and that tho Vietnamese have been lax in screening the defense personnel 
in the hamlets. 

Assessment is Difficult 

Li tho oto >«11 policy dispute it has toon impossible to dotenino/SBat ffictmt tho 
divisions in Saigon affect the divisions in Washington anil vioo versa. 

In comontins on Senator's llannfield's charges. State Department tffiri.l. said 
habassador Lodge enjoyed operational anthonWy in South Vietnam. They admitted privately, 

however, that ho faced deop differences in opinion anong tho toads of United States 
represented in Viotann# 

Senator Ifenafiold did not mention any of tho agencies directly, hut ho prg«', that the 
15,000 Americana in Viwtnsm set as » a unit- in raspmdine to policy modificaticnn enamting 
from President Kennedy and Secretary of State Bean Rusk. 

He said that if certain persons should bo removed to obtain a unified policy, then "the 
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sooner they are removed the better.” 

Tide ronaxk was bolievod to refer to a senior CIA official In Vietnam who, 
according to pro S3 reports, had favored t ho continuation of full-ocalo aid to 
the Saigon regime's Special Forces, which Ngo Dinh Nhu controls and which. raided 
Buddhiat pagodas Aug. 21. 

Long before) the BuddMst crisis erupted, Sonator Hansfiold warned that tho 
undemocratic practices of tho Saigon regime coycld endanger tho outcome of the 
onti-Communist 


(cut off here) 
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